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Scoop Publishing Schedule 

The Scoop is published quarterly, electronically.  We 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ψ[ƛƪŜ ¦ǎΩ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴ 

active email address on file with the club, and attend 

club meetings and events to stay up-to-date on club 

activities.  News for The Scoop can be sent to the 

email address above for publication. 

Thank you. 

 

 

COMMITTEES 
 
Audit 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778, mdsand@snet.net 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955, info@aerblarney.com 
 
Competition 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778, mdsand@snet.net 
Rick Silva, 860-536-8702, silvrw@sbcglobal.net 
 
Education 
Garry Guertin, 860-621-9945, gguertin@cox.net 
Erwin Dressel, 203-272-6116, edressel@cox.net 
Charlie Perreault, 860-384-0592, 
bythefireplace@gmail.com 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955, info@aerblarney.com 
 
FAA Liaison 
Santo Galatioto, 203-397-0521, Santo.galatioto@yale.edu 
Daryl Smith, 860-742-6402, daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Nominating 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955, info@aerblarney.com 
 
Safety Seminar 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778, mdsand@snet.net 
Daryl Smith, 860-742-6402, daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Sunshine 
Tony Roswell, 203-264-5066 
 
Webmaster 
WƛƳ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ нло-795-3598, James.obrien@pobox.com 
 
Winter Dinner 
Ellen Dressel, 203-272-6116, edressel@cox.net 
Libby Richardson, 203-988-6577, Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
  

CLAS OFFICERS 2014 
 
President 
Tony Philpin, 860-829-5833, tphilpin@gmail.com  
 
Vice President 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955, info@aerblarney.com 
 
Secretary 
Ellen Dressel, 203-272-6116, edressel@cox.net 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Zirpolo, 860-620-3754, robertzirpolo@comcast.net  
 
The Scoop Editor 
Libby Richardson, 203-988-6577, Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
 
Historian for Life 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955, info@aerblarney.com 

About The Scoop 

This newsletter is published by The Connecticut Lighter than Air Society for its members and interested parties.  

Portions of this publication may be reproduced of credit is given to the written and CLAS.  The opinions expressed are 

not necessarily those of the organization or members of the organization.  Submissions for the newsletter are 

welcome. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩs newsletter contributors! 
Bruce Richardson  Ellen Dressel  Gene Burnstein  Libby Richardson 

Robert Zirpolo  John Grabowski  Mick Murphy  Tony Philpin 

 

Have something to share?  Email Libby_rich@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 
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News You Can Use 

 

This Hot Air Balloon Takes You to the Edge of Space 

http://www.bl oomberg.com/video/this-form-of-space-travel-is-

really-out-there-WLRvbHENR8igsKA~U9XRBQ.html 

 

Harnesses in Gondolas? 

http://www.dailyastorian.com/news/northwest/safety -

researchers-call-for-harnesses-in-hot-air-balloon-

gondolas/article_196be658-4262-5d5c-af8d-2d0004ab7d03.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM  

 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΗ 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and 
improving the sport of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, 

enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3
rd 

Thursday of the month at the Plainville 
Police Department, 19 Neal Court, Plainville, at 7:30 PM. For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this 

newsletter.  

 
CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges 
Extra voting family member add $5  

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________  

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________  

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  

E-Mail______________________________ 

 

CLAS Membership Info :  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________  

New _____ Renewing _____  

Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________  

BFA #__________________ BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  

FAA Wings Level Completed________  

Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________  

 

Make checks payable to CLAS and mail to: CLAS, PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 

  

CLAS Calendar 

Upcoming CLAS Meetings 
January 6, 2014 
February 20, 2014 
Plainville Police Department 
7:30 p.m. 
 
CLAS Winter Dinner 
February 1, 2014 
See details in this edition of the Scoop 
 
CLAS Safety Seminar 
March 22, 2014 
Details to follow. 
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Saturday, February 1, 2014 

6 ð 9 PM 

Belle Terrace at Avon Old Farms 

1 Nod Road, Avon, CT 
 

6 ð 7 PM cocktail hour with cash bar 

7 PM buffet dinner  
 

$35.00 per person 
 

Please send payment made out to CLAS no later than January 24th to 

Ellen Dressel at 1476 Highland Avenue, Cheshire, CT 06410 

Please indicate if you have any dietary restrictions. 

 

Questions? Email Libby Richardson at libby_rich@yahoo.com 

or Ellen at edressel@cox.net   

 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂ !×ÁÒÄÓ: Mike Bollea Spirit Award, Long 
Jump, Sh*t Happens, and two crew awards. Please submit a brief write-up to Ellen Dressel 
via email or at the address above no later than January 24th. 

 

About Belle Terrace: "ÅÌÌÅ 4ÅÒÒÁÃÅ ÉÓ Á ÎÅ× ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ #,!3ȭ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ $ÉÎÎÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 
Farmington Wing will be the location for our cocktail hour and dinner. When you arrive at 
Belle Terrace, turn right to park, and enter the building through the red door at the top of 
the stairs, under the awning, on the far right side of the building. 
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2014 Great Eastern Balloon Camp 

¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƙƻǘ ŀƛǊ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴ ŎŀƳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ Wǳƭȅ мо-17, 2014 at Millersville University, in Millersville, PA! 

Do you know a teen that will be 13 - 18 years old next summer? Does he or she have a passion for hot air ballooning and 

want to learn more?  The Great Eastern Balloon Camp will be a fun way to get hands-on experience and instruction in all 

aspects of ballooning. 

   

There are only 20 slots available for the Great Eastern Balloon Camp, so if you know any teens that are interested in 

attending camp make sure to have them submit an essay soon! 

Are you slightly older than camper age and interested in being a junior counselor?   Would you like to lend a hand with 

planning, donations (goods and/or $$), etc.?  Please drop me a note ς clipaway@gmail.com  

Updated info about camp will be available in the coming weeks at: http://bfacamps.com  

Keep checking http://bfacamps.com for more info on the 2014 Great Eastern Balloon Camp ς like and follow us on 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EasternBalloonCamp  

Some items that have been donated with the proceeds going ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ .ŀƭƭƻƻƴ /ŀƳǇΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ 

and/or tuition fund.  A visit to http://www.clipaway.net/bfacampchotchkies can be a win-win!  Here are just 2 of the 

items available: 

   

Thanks, 

Gene Burnstein 
Director, Great Eastern Balloon Camp 
E-mail:  clipaway@gmail.com 

  

mailto:clipaway@gmail.com
http://bfacamps.com/
http://bfacamps.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EasternBalloonCamp
http://www.clipaway.net/bfacampchotchkies
mailto:clipaway@gmail.com


 

CLAS Meeting Minutes 
 

CLAS Meeting, October 17th, 2013 
 
Call to order:   

¶ Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Garry 
Guertin.   

¶ 17 members present: Jack Perry, Garry Guertin, Erwin & Ellen 
Dressel, Kevin Brielmann, Libby Richardson, Penny Christy, 
Tony Roswell, Mark Sand, Bill Costen, Al Theodore, Tony 
Philpin, Carlos Kebe, Pamela Bogart-Macfarlan, Charlie 
Perreault, Robert Zirpolo & Tom Perrault. 

 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ minutes:  No meeting as no one 

showed. 
 
Officer Reports: 

¶ Treasurer:  Robert reported that there has been no activity for 
4 months. Savings $6200 with $оолл ƛƴ ŎŘΩǎ 

 
Committee Reports: 

¶ Audit:  no report 

¶ BFA/FAA: No one present to give report 

¶ Education:  November meeting will be on education. 

¶ Competition:  no report 

¶ Nominating:  President, Tony Philpin; VP, Mick Murphy; Secretary, Mark Sand; Treasurer, Robert Zirpolo. 

¶ Sunshine: Rick Silva for rotor cuff surgery, he is doing well. 

¶ Winter Dinner: Winter Dinner scheduled for Jan 25th, 2014 

¶ Safety Seminar: Scheduled for February 22nd, 2014 
 
Old Business:  

¶ Radio license is in the process, $320 for 10 years. 

¶ Tax update; Robert needs 2 years of complete records.  
Penny to supply required   material. 

 
New Business:   

¶ Photo contest for CLAS calendar.  
 
Respectively submitted, 
Ellen Dressel 
CLAS secretary 

 
 

  

Photo courtesy of Lina Balcom 

A balloon chick's dream shoes! 



 
 
CLAS Meeting, November 21st, 2013 
 
Call to order:   

¶ Meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by President Garry Guertin.   

¶ 11 members present: Garry Guertin, Erwin & Ellen Dressel, Penny Christy, Lisa Huck, Santo Galatioto, Mark Sand, 
Pamela Bogart-Macfarlane, Rick Silva, Robert Zirpolo & Chris Mooney 

 
Safety Topic: 

¶ Be sure to always wear gloves.  Avoid distractions during landing.  No radio, tell crew not to call unless an 
emergency. 

 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ  Verbal given from minutes. 
 
Officer Reports: 

¶ Treasurer:  Robert reported that there has been no activity for 5 months. 
 
Committee Reports: 

¶ Audit:  no report 

¶ BFA/FAA: Commercial ride operators will be subject to the same drug testing as other pilots. 

¶ Education: no report 

¶ Competition:  Last fly out from Aqua Turf, Erwin was closest at 50 feet. 

¶ Nominating:  no report 

¶ Sunshine:  no report 

¶ Winter Dinner: Winter Dinner scheduled for Jan 25th, 2014 

¶ Safety Seminar: Scheduled for February 22nd, 2014 
 
Old Business:  

¶ Radio license is in the process, $320 for 10 years. 

¶ Proposal for summer meetings and picnic. Have picnic on regular Thursday meeting night.  Move up to earlier start 
time. 

¶ Tony is setting up an online survey for all members, to help move Club forward.  

¶ Photo winners are: 1st Eric Macfarlane; 2nd Garry Guertin; 3rd Jack Perry. 
 
New Business:   
1. Motion to put forward nominees for officers 

made by Santo.  Seconded by Lisa. One vote 
cast by secretary.  No opposition.  

2. Chris Mooney asked if the winter dinner could 
be moved to Feb. 1st so as to not conflict with 
GEBAΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ  !ǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
made this was agreed upon. 

3. {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 5ŜŎΦ мпth with competition. 
4. Freeze your buns is scheduled for Jan 4, 2014 
5. Chris Mooney also spoke of the 250th 

Anniversary of balloon flight in 2018.  There will 
a big celebration in Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Respectively submitted, 
Ellen Dressel, CLAS secretary 
 

  Thanks to everyone who attended our holiday party in December. 
Wishing you a wonderful 2014! 



 

Frozen Bunz Rally 2014 

 
¢ƘŜ нлмп ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊƻȊŜƴ .ǳƴȊ wŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǉǳŀ ¢ǳǊŦ /ƭǳō ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ пǘƘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
ǎƪƛŜǎΣ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƴŘǎΣ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ǎƴƻǿǎǘƻǊƳ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǿ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛŜƴǘ 
ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ тллŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŀƭƳȅ  Ƴƛƴǳǎ пϲ CΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǎƴƻǘ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΗ  ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ 
ǳǇ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΤ aŀǘǘ 5ǳǘƪƛŜǿƛŎȊΣ WƛƳ wŜƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ wƻƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴΦ  L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ŎƻƭŘ όŀ ƭŀƳŜ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ L ŀŘƳƛǘ ōǳǘ ƛǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ L ƘŀǾŜύΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŎƻƭŘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƪƛŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƛǘΗ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŜǊǿŜŀǊ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀǊƳΦ   {ƪƛ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŦǳǊ ŎƻŀǘǎΣ 
/ŀǊƘŀǊǘ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƭŀƴŘŜǎǘƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǊƳƻǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ŎƻƴŎƻŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ōŀǎŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΦ 
 
WƛƳ wŜƎŀƴ ƛƴŦƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎǊƻǿŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ƙƻǘ ƛƴŦƭŀǘŜŘΦ  LϥƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƴ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴƛƴƎ 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŎŀǊŜŘΦ   wƻƴϥǎ Ŧŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎǳǊǎŜŘ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƻ 
ƘŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ WƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƘƛǎΦ   aŀǘǘ 5ǳǘƪƛŜǿƛŎȊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŜŀƪƛƴƎ hϥwƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀƭǾŜ ǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǳǊŜ ōȅ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƴƪ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜƴϥǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ŎƻƴŎƻŎǘƛƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 
 
L Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǘƘǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ Řƻǿƴ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƭȅ ŀƭƻŦǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎǊŜǿǎ ŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ DǊŀŎŜϥǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ WƛƳ wŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊƭƛƴκbŜǿƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ wƻƴ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ 
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