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NEXT CLAS MONTHLY MEETING

Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 7:30 pm

19 Neal Court, Plainville Police Department
Plainville, CT

2017
CLAS OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

Mark Sand

860 -389-6778 (H)
mdsand@snet.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Garry Guertin
860-919-4175 (C)
860 -621 -9945(H)
gguertin@cox.net

SECRETARY

Penny Christy

860 -638 -3803 (H)
pmchristy@comcast.net

TREASURER

Robert Zirpolo

860 -620 -3754 (H)
robertzirpolo@comcast.net

2017 CALENDAR
of
EVENTS

2017 CLAS MONTHLY MEETINGS:
Nov 16
GUEST SPEAKER: Bob Sparks
CLAS annual election
Purchase 2018 CLAS calendars

No December monthly meeting

2017 ANNUAL MIKE BOLLEA
MEMORIAL SANTA FLIGHT
Saturday, December 9, 2017

Aqua Turf Club
Southington, CT

CLAS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Barn at Wesleyan Hills
Middletown, CT
December 15, 2017 at 7:00 pm

CLAS 30th WINTER DINNER
New England Air Museum
Windsor Locks, CT
January 6, 2018
6-10 pm

FAVIA 225
FIRST AIR VOYAGE IN AMERICA
Hiltonds Penn
Philadelphia, Pa
March 22 -25, 2018
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~ A REMINDER ~
CLAS 30/FAVIA 225 CELEBRATIONS ANNOUNCED

by Chris Mooney

It is with great excitement and anticipation that Connecticut Lighter than Air Society
(CLAS) announces our plans for a gala evening celebrating 8ye20 anniversary as we
as the kickoff festivities recognizing the #2&nniversary of the first balloon flight in Amet-
ica which took place in Philadelphia on January 9, 1793. That celebration, referred tojas
FAVIA (First Air Voyage in America) 225, will culminate with adhy event in the City of
Brotherly Love March 26 through the 32018 but the fun starts at the New England Air
Museum (NEAM) on Saturday, January 6, 2018. NEAM houses a reproduction of thejbal-
loon basket used by Jean Pierre Blanchard on that historic flight. CLAS plans to reeniict that
flight on the actual anniversary day of January 9, 2018 from the museum grounds.

The plans for our fNi gh trenamned kely rote Sheaker,u/mo i
Troy Bradley, who has accumulated a list of accomplishments in ballooning perhaps un-
matched and far too lengthy to fit these pages. He will share his personal thoughts as to
what that AFirst Air Voyageo might hav m e
ballooning. |
We are thrilled to have Bobby Sparks as ol
-class balloonist with many accomplishments, including two Atlantic crossing attempts and
is the only person to fly all five great lakes. Recognizing the mass appeal of balloons, he
was one of the first corporate balloon pilots in the USA and took that knowledge and skill to
a number of foreign countries as well as starting numerous balloon clubs. For us IocaAs he is
best known for his story telling and commitment to safety. As an entertainer in his earlier
life, Bobby will also share how Blanchlard:
to LTA (Lighter Than Air) flight in a unique and interesting way. |

Another highlight of the evening will be a reenactment of that first send off in Philadel-
phia with George and Martha Washington, James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams,
Alexander Hamilton and others in attendance, in period dress. Civil War balloonist Thad-
deus Lowe may also drop by. What might that conversation with Jeanne Pierre Blanopard in
the relic basket sound |ike? We may even
count out a ARamp Checko. |

All this excitement starts at 6:00 pm featuring a cocktail hour with a cash bar, a small
plate reception with heavy hors ddéoeuvy es,
Mu s e um. Be sure to view the AOl dest Avi at
loon basket during your tour of the NEAM. So mark your calendar and come join us for this
once in a life time celebration. |

The cost is $70.00 per person for the
Anniversary and kick off a year of celebration with the excitement of FAVIA 225 in Phi:a-
delphia.

Payments can be made via check, made out to CLAS, or via PayPal sent to
info@aerblarney.comAs a last resort we can accept credit cards. Please call Mick ML‘rphy
at 2039104955 or CLAS President, Mark Sand at &88B-6778, if you have any ques-
tions.

Please mail payments to:

Mick Murphy

c/o CLAS

92 Town Line Road
Bethlehem, CT 06751

A Ni

o s s e - -
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Adirondack Balloon
Festival
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Plainville
Hot Air
Balloon
Festival

July 2017

THE SCOOP

CLAS OFFICERS UP FOR ELECTION in NOVEMBER

Fol ks,
Time for elections!

The terms of the CLAS
Executive Board (President,
VicePresident, Secretary, and
Treasurer) end on January 1,
2018. The term for each office
is one year. The current offi-
cers have served in their posi-
tions for the past three years
and cannot serve a 4th con-
secutive term as stated in the
by-laws.

itds t

As far as elections for new
officers are concerned, realisti-
cally, if only one member de-

BY MARK SAND

kir@g to hold an effica whapr n|.

posed, no election need be
held and the office will be
filled by acclimation unless a
member objects, in which case
an unopposed election will be
conducted via email. If two or
more members stand for the
same office, an election via
email will be initiated. Any
nominations should be re-
ceived prior to our next meet-
ing on November 16, 2017.
Send your nominations to me
at: mdsand@snet.net.

Per our bylaws, require-

ments to qualify as an officer
are as follows: the CLAS Pres
dent must be a pilot, a CLAS
member for one year and shal
have served as a CLAS officer
for at least one year or serve
as a committee member for at
least one year or for the life o
the committee if less than one
year. The VicePresident must
have been a member for at
least one year. All officers
must be CLAS members in
good standing. @

CLAS 30th

CELEBRATION UPDATE

BY MARK SAND

Planning for our 30 An-
niversary celebration and
FAVIA kickoff is well un-
derway. We will gather at
the New England Air Mu-
seum (NEAM) in Windsor
Locks, CT at 6 PM, Satur-

Debbie Reed, NEAM As-
sistant Executive Director,
at the Museum, prior to our
last CLAS meeting on Oc-
tober 19. Numerous details
pertaining to the event were
discussed and settled.

day, January 6, 2018, (snowThe CLAS 38 Celebration

date: Saturday, January 13,0Organization Committee is

2018) for an evening of staffed by:

heavy hor s déGhesMoaneyslead or-a

cash bar, unlimited access ganizer, visionary, funding

to all museum exhibits, a  coordinator

renowned keynote speaker, Bill Costen: NEAM liai-

a worldclass Master of son

Ceremonies, music, with Mark Sand: fund-raising,

dancing among the aircraft logistics, task coordination

if you so desire, a scavengerGarry Guertin: task coor-

hunt, and other fufilled dination, fundraising

activities. Please see the Pam BogartMacfarlane:

official announcement for  graphic design, conceptuali-

the event in this issue of zation

The SCOOP.Please note Rob Macfarlane: graphic

that our celebration will design, conceptualization

occur in lieu of our annual  Jamie Whitman: door

Winter Dinner for 2018. prizes, written program,
The CLAS 30' Organiza- music playlist

tion Committee met with ~ Janet Storrs: food vendor

coordination

Mick Murphy: caterer
liaison, publicity, financial
coordinator

Ellen Dressel: activities
coordinator

Erwin Dressel: activities
coordinator

Adirondack Balloon

Festival
September 2017




FALL 2017 PAGE 5

CLAS 2018 CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS by

Garry Guertin

The CLAS Annual Calendar Photo 7th-Carol Silva The 2018 calendars will be ready
Cor.1test for 2018 was held in O'ctober 8th-Jamie Whitman for sale at our monthly meeting on-
during the CLAS monthly meeting. AND THE ] ) November 16, 2017. Pick up your
Numerous members submitted great 9th-Rick Silva 2018 CLAS calendars now! They
photos making the decision of narrow- WINNER 10th-Rick Silva make great Christmas gifts!
ing down to just 12 photos a tough I se 11th-Jamie Whitman Editords Comment :

one. Winners are as follows: . )
) . 12th-Deb Guertin Many thanks to Garry Guertin for
1st placeJamie Whitman

. . The first place winner receives one
2nd placeRick Silva

CLAS membership and their photo

3rd placeBeverly Theodore on the cover of the 2018 CLAS calen- ! hese things take

plenty of demands on your time,

dar. The second place winner re-
4ih-Mark Sand g g Garry. Many thanks for a job well

ceives two 2018 CLAS calendars an

Sth-Mark Sand the third place winner receives one ~ done!
6th-Penny Christy 2018 CLAS calendar.
o mm mm mm = o Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em e Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em o e Em Em Em ~

NEWWEBMASTER NEEDED '

by Jamie Whitman

oCallinpg

o0Calling all <cars! Cal lingd

Al
webmaster! ¢ cars! Calling

After 18 years at the hel O/ all cars! Be on

is stepping down.
the lookout for
If you know of anyone willing to take over the helm,

please contact President Mark Sand at: mdsand@snet.net
860-389-6778. Jim will make all information available to the
next Webmaster to ensure a smooth transition.

a new
webmast e

Many thanks to Jim for his time spent and efforts at main
taining our web site for nearly the past 2 decadem

ANNUAL CLAS AWARDS by Mark Sand

Since our 2018 Winter Din-  Crew Award, Art Liliberte Crew

ner will be replaced by the Award, Mike Bollea Spirit Award,
CLAS 30"/FAVIA Kickoff Sx?t Happens Award, and the
Celebration at the New England CLAS Long Jump Challenge to
Air Museum on January 6, Ellen Dressel atdressel@cox.net

2018, our annual award winners We will also hold a landowner car
will be recognized at our Holi-  drawing at the party.
day Party on Friday, December

15, 2017, at the Barn at Bi | I ColbhstReenyod ¢ adk |e
Wesleyan Hills in Middletown, |to an October sky during a CLAS

CT. Please send in your nomi- | gy out in Southington, CT 2017
nations for the Judith Ushchak

r!

organizing the contest, tallying results,
and taking care of printing. We know

al
or
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S FROM THE CREW CHI

by Gordon Schwontski Part 5 of 32 in series

Crew chiefs contribute to Crew chiefs, on the other chief training by every
flight safety by turning a hand, have no such struc-pilot may get us all fur-
pil ot ds f wh aturedor recegaiiios in o n ther ahead and faster
i nto fAhowo amagsterirfylthe parallel yet too. Onthejob training
wel |l 06 with tdmstict $kiisingededfor i snét t he standas
other crew. Theirhalo- f | i ght s af e tcgpilotslohflght atténs | i t -
pilot/half-crew nature tle discussion and no dants, and crew chiefs
bal ances ev eagrgemdntwitigntbal-6 scandt be explect e
ground and aerial needs looning as to what and  as they go. A training
as they truly manage how a crew chief should approach much like what
Goshen Balloon many flightrelated perform. There are no  pilots enjoyi skill profi-
Festival 2017 events and risks. Crew  recognized standards,  ciencies, time/flights de-
chiefs are expected to  skill inventories, or mini- voted to training, etd.
manage all ground mum proficiencies to act would skyrocket crew
related activities, repre- as a cr ew c hskilddvels arid hadlaore 6 s
| sent their pilots on the  virtually no crewing lit-  ing safety nationwide. A
expected to ground, and even step in few hours here and there,
} | to prevent or handle a full day, or a handsn
- manage all ground emergenci es. weekend pays back in
safety redundancy has no flying thatos se
counterpart elsewhere in and more fun for all.

Packing up at the

oCr ew chi

~ -related activities, |

represent their aviation and is invalu- Defining what knowl-
i @ i able, provided it can be edge and skills will pre-
| reliably trained, ex- oHighatLasté Cr ew vent or minimize the
srolael el even B?l(t:'tler?’ ang cIIIe I|vr?:]ed. Chief Carol Silva & most common incidents
step in to prevent. hasldo%g’litt?e(:g nlwgd- CBrel‘l"’ at 'A:d'r:_’”dla;gﬂ and tragic accidents in
or handle | mize the safety contribu- oY ballooning provides a
j tions of crew chiefs and crew chief proficiency
emer gen crew. Pilots have a erature or resources, and standard for maximum
B wealth of resources for  pilots receive virtually o gafety. This is not meant
training: experienced guidance in training crew to replace others pro-

instructors, operation/  beyond basic inflation
regulation manuals, writ- duties. Nearly all pilots ) _
ten checklists, online agree a crew chief is es- national groups. Rather it
courses, flight simulators, sential for safety, yet this takes a cue from the FAA
test preparation, and vaguely defined role in that a certified pilot
much more to meet leaves everyone begging has met basic skill mini-
clearly defined and even for clearer instructions  ,yms from day one
measurablg _sklll mini- and expectations. What now, on this flight when
mums. Training flights  to expect and what is ex-

friends! allow student pilots to  pected is often highly ~ Saety and results are -

Adirondack develop and hone their  uncertain. needed, and not some-ill

Balloon Festival skills as weCerifyingWhegulaing def i ned fAsometir
Sseptember 2016 expected of pilots is crew chiefs probably is- down the road. Proactive

highly structured, stan- ndét t he ans VaAd preveRtidnhind&dt a n -
dardized, formalized, and dardization of their role 1o\ can interrupt an

crystal clear. may be. Voluntary crew

vided by local clubs or

Our little crew
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